
Procurement Reform in the Philippines:  Getting the Law Passed (1998-2003) 
 
  
 
                                 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
    
 
   
 
 
 
 
         
                                                           
 
 
 
 
 
 

                              
                                                               
                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 
1998 

       
                       1999 

           
                                          2000 

              
                                                         2001 

           
                     2002 
 

 
            2003 

Budget 
Secretary 
Diokno 
commissioned  
procurement  
study 
 

October 
 

Procurement  
study  
completed 
 
Draft 
procurement 
reform law 
proposed 
 
     August 
 
 

 

‘Shoot-down’  
workshop  
 
Technical 
Working  
Group (TWG) 
created 
 

August 
 

Pres. Estrada 
sent bill to  
Congress,  
certified as 
‘Urgent’ 
 

October 
 

11th Congress 
 

               Lower  House 
• Committee of Public Works endorsed bill as 

main sponsor 
• Rules Committee approved and recommended 

for floor debate 
• Lower House  approved bill, sent bill to Senate 
 
   Senate 
• Preoccupied with impeachment trial of President 

Estrada 
• No action on procurement bill 

 
                                                     11th Congress ended 

                                                               with No Action on bill 
 

 

Pres. Estrada raised 
public furor over  
reports of corruption 
activities                 
                 October 

Pres. Estrada stepped 
down;  
 
VP Arroyo takes over as 
President                    
                     May 

Procurement 
Watch Inc. 
created to  
provide training, 
monitoring 
and advocacy 

 
 

February 
 

New Budget Sec 
Boncodin revived 
dormant  
Govt Procurement  
Policy Board 
and TWG  
 
Procurement  work 
restarted 
 

July  
 

PWI strategy  
launched 
 
• Mobilize  
   civil society 
• Media 
   campaign 
 

September 
 

12th Congress  
 

 New political configuration 
  

 -- Lower  House – opposition 
party hold large majority 

 
 -- Senate – balanced power   

  between  ruling  and opposition  
party  

 
                         January 

 
                                                  

Pres. Arroyo signed 
Procurement Bill 
into law – Republic 
Act No 9184 
       
         January 
    

• Bipartisan  strategy  
 adopted to push bill in  
 Congress 

 
Legislative reform champions: 
Lower House 
-- Speaker of the Lower  
    House 
-- Chairman of the  
    Appropriations Comm. 
Senate 
-- Opposition party defacto 
leader, senior member as main 
sponsor of the bill 
 
           April-December 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

12th Congress  
 

Lower House and  Senate 
     approved  the  

Procurement  
Bill  

                                        
                 December 


